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3. THE PRAYER OF QUIET

Religion in its infancy is speechless, inactive as is the
instinct by which a babe draws life from its mother's
breast even in sleep. While the savage is worshipping
his fetish or appeasing ancestral ghosts, or while
the philosopher is adoring the constructions of his
understanding, or the devotee those of his pious im-
agination, silently there is going on a "give and take,"
a vital communication between their souls and the
unknown God; the only true God, whose worship
they are giving to their dumb idols, those false gods
who have eyes but see not, ears but hear not Yet
wherever there is any dull sense of the infinite differ-
ence between right and wrong, and of the claims of
the former to our absolute adoration and self-devotion,
there God speaks, and there man answers by refusal
or submission; there God gives Himself, and man
receives or rejects Him.

. On man's part this religion begins to be vocal and
articulate as soon, and as far, as the God of his ex-
plicit worship is felt to be in some measure a righteous
God, the judge, defender and "minister" of justice,
the patron and ally of Conscience, enforcing its dic-
tates by pains and rewards. Goodness and Righteous-
ness- are thus embodied and incarnated in the God of
his former worship, in whom this quality or attribute
is progressively intensified till it becomes all-domina-
ting, as it were the very essence of divinity, whereof
the remaining concepts are but so much frame-work
and setting, giving it subsistence and concrete reality.

It is to this mentally represented Reality, and the
supernatural world by which it is environed, that man